MICROFINANCE INDUSTRY NETWORK

Media Coverage Report

Consolidated Coverage

June 2025




Media Coverage Index

Sr. No.

Date

Publication

Edition

Gaya Newszmwmw,mﬁ,mmﬁmﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂm

1 02.06.2025 News 18 Online
2 02.06.2025 MSN Hindi Online
Is This The End Of Microfinance In India As We Know It? — Profit Insights

3 03.06.2025 NDTV Profit Online
Irfan Mohammed Appointed Managing Director & CEO of Aspero

4 04.06.2025 CXO Today Online

5 05.06.2025 MarcaMoney Online

Jefferies flags weak MFI disbursements; says asset quality recovery could take 1-2 quarters

6 06.06.2025 Business Upturn Online

7 06.06.2025 Dailyhunt Online
MFI stress to be steady in next few quarters: RBI Deputy Governor

8 06.06.2025 Business Standard Online

Bad loan provisions increased in March qtr amid microfin stress
9 09.06.2025 The Economic Times Print + Online
10 09.06.2025 ET BFSI Online
RBI rate cut: Mid-sized banks may outperform larger private, PSU rivals
11 09.06.2025 ET BFSI Online

RBI Revises Qualifying Assets Criteria for NBFC-MFls: A Welcome Move Towards Greater F

Diversification

lexibility and Risk

12 09.06.2025 News Patrolling Online

13 10.06.2025 Passionate In Marketing Online

14 09.06.2025 APN News Online
RBI's revised QA norms to boost compliance, broaden microfinance reach

15 09.06.2025 Business Standard Online

NBFC-MFIs get more lending freedom as RBI cuts microfinance asset norm to 60%

16 09.06.2025 ET BFSI Online
Mid-sized Private Banks Seen Outperforming Larger Peers In FY26: InCred

17 09.06.2025 BW BusinessWorld Online

Analysing New RBI MFI Regulations
18 11.06.2025 ET Now Electronic

ADFACTORS PR

ssues Advisory

Reputation & Critical




Micro Finance Industry Network (MFIN) releases the 53rd edition of Micrometer for Q4 FY 24-25 based on

the industry position as on March 31, 2025

19 11.06.2025 PTI Online
20 11.06.2025 PTI Bhasha Online
21 12.06.2025 The Economic Times Print
22 12.06.2025 The Economic Times Print
23 12.06.2025 Business Standard Print
24 12.06.2025 The Hindu Business Line Print
25 12.06.2025 The Free Press Journal Print
26 12.06.2025 The Pioneer Print
27 12.06.2025 The Hitvada Print
28 12.06.2025 Dainik Navshakti Print
29 12.06.2025 Everyday News Print
30 11.06.2025 The Economic Times Online
31 12.06.2025 ET BFSI Online
32 11.06.2025 Business Standard Online
33 11.06.2025 Business Standard Online
34 11.06.2025 The Financial Express Online
35 11.06.2025 The Hindu Business Line Online
36 15.06.2025 The Hindu Online
37 13.06.2025 Moneycontrol Online
38 12.06.2025 Outlook Business Online
39 11.06.2025 Devdiscourse Online
40 11.06.2025 Newsdrum Online
41 11.06.2025 The Print Hindi Online
42 11.06.2025 Rediff Money Online
43 11.06.2025 The Week Online
44 11.06.2025 IBC 24 Online
45 12.06.2025 News 365 Online
46 12.06.2025 Advisors India Online
47 12.06.2025 BM Business News Online
48 12.06.2025 MSN India Online
49 11.06.2025 LatestLY Online
50 11.06.2025 Passionate in Marketing Online
51 11.06.2025 FinTech BizNews Online

ADFAGIORS.ER

on & Critical Iss




MFIN §RT YigaT, Sgs | fa<iia arerar #rishd &1 awd maie-

52 11.06.2025 Pradeshik Jansamachar Online
53 11.06.2025 Jhabua Express Online
RBI relief on gold loans to boost NBFC growth
54 13.06.2025 IBC World News Online
Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of stress abating: Macquarie
55 13.06.2025 ANI Online
56 13.06.2025 Latest World News Update Online
57 13.06.2025 New Delhi News.Net Online
58 13.06.2025 India Gazette Online
59 13.06.2025 Kolkata Sun Online
60 13.06.2025 India'sNews.Net Online
61 13.06.2025 MumbaiNews.Net Online
62 13.06.2025 Jharkhand Times Online
63 13.06.2025 Delhi Live News Online
64 13.06.2025 Indian Economic Observer Online
65 13.06.2025 Karnataka Live Online
66 13.06.2025 Haryana Today Online
67 13.06.2025 UP Today Online
68 13.06.2025 Gujarat Samachar Online
69 13.06.2025 Punjab Live Online
70 13.06.2025 Himachal Patrika Online
71 13.06.2025 Daily Prabhat Online
72 13.06.2025 Rajasthan Ki Khabar Online
73 13.06.2025 Odisha Post Online
74 13.06.2025 West Bengal Khabar Online
75 13.06.2025 Gujarat Varta Online
76 13.06.2025 Bihar Times Online
77 13.06.2025 Maharashtra Samachar Online
78 13.06.2025 Bihar24x7 Online
79 13.06.2025 Telanga Journal Online
80 13.06.2025 South India News Online
81 13.06.2025 Vanakkam Tamil Nadu Online
82 13.06.2025 Northeast Times Online

ADFACTO

on & Critical

RSER




83 13.06.2025 Kashmir Breaking News Online
84 13.06.2025 Indian News Network Online
85 13.06.2025 Andhra Pradesh Mirror Online
86 13.06.2025 Chhattisgarh Today Online
87 13.06.2025 Kashmir Newsline Online
88 13.06.2025 Madhya Pradesh Chronicle Online
89 13.06.2025 Lokmat Times Online
90 13.06.2025 Dailyhunt Online
91 13.06.2025 Palghar News Online
Financial Literacy Program Organized: ﬁ?ﬂtmm?ﬁﬁqu sﬁ?w%weﬁaﬁwaﬂ% MFIN gIRT
fa<ita e sriwH smaifor |
92 13.06.2025 Mediawala Online
Satya MicroCapital Case Study
93 14.06.2025 The Assam Post Print
94 14.06.2025 Dainik Ganaadhikar Print
95 14.06.2025 Hindi Sentinel Print
96 15.06.2025 Pratah Khabar Print
97 14.06.2025 Himalayan Mirror Print
98 15.06.2025 Dainik Batori Kakot Print
99 18.05.2025 Dainandin Barta Print
100 19.05.2025 Dainik Assam Print
101 19.05.2025 North East Business Mirror Print
102 21.05.2025 Meghalaya Guardian Print
103 21.05.2025 The Northeast Times Print
104 14.05.2025 The Purbottar Online
105 14.05.2025 Purbottar Asomiya Online
106 14.05.2025 Guwahati Observer Online
107 14.05.2025 Asom Batori Online
108 14.05.2025 Assam Samay Online
109 14.05.2025 News Bearer Online
Amber lights flashing
110 15.06.2025 Business Standard Print+Online
Are the problems facing microfinance firms just a blip?
111 18.06.2025 Moneycontrol Online

on & Critical

ADFACTO

RSER




Credit-life policies fall 30% in FY25 for top life insurers, as they pull back from MFI market

112 19.06.2025 Moneycontrol Online
From Margin to Mainstream: How women in Indian NBFCs are driving social impact with profit

113 22.06.2025 ET Edge Online
BFC-MFIs get to cast net wider: Lower qualifying asset threshold supportive; recovery processes,

technology adoption key
114 23.06.2025 The Times of India Online
Buy Larsen and Toubro; target of Rs 240: Sharekhan

115 23.06.2025 Moneycontrol Online

116 23.06.2025 FlipltMoney Online

TS Hol BSUATS U, 3=t 7 Hof gaelt 3foT woar, a1 Afgdi=T AREHI G Hurdl fdoat

117 25.06.2025 BBC Marathi Online

118 25.06.2025 BBC News Marathi Youtube

MFI stress erases life cover for 50 mn
119 28.06.2025 The Financial Express Print+Online
Borrower indebtedness in microfinance declines to 11.7%: RBI report
120 30.06.2025 Business Standard Online

ADFACTORS PR

Reputation & Critical Issues Advisory




respansible

Gaya News: THY TR €I BT, GRIGd a4, AISHIBISAT BRIHH H

wfearaii &1 freft trom

ADFAGIORS.ER




Date: June 02, 2025 Page: -

URL - https://hindi.news18.com/news/bihar/patna-gaya-microfinance-awareness-program-focus-on-good-
credit-ws-1-9281127.html

Caya News: 99 UR & JohIQ, TG I, ATShIHISAH
ehRIshA | Afgarsii ot et uron

Agency: Mews13 Bihar
Last Updated: June 02, 2025, 19:07 15T

Gaya News: TaT & MFIN 3R 39 Agaitwe-a 3 29 72 2025 & AISmhIGE-g ANEaHdal S Jaiad
ferar. Hea afafe Ffesar w3 e dhfde RaiE s &t andie &t

D e e S deadh (MFIN), <7t s

WA Red da gR1 a=gar ured NBFC — MFI &
for Tl TR W wE Fams e &, AT R &
I g AR fa dg iR & g9 § 49
ATSehIhIE-d UTgde feifies & Tga & 29 1 2025
2l HIZehIRIZ4T SNTEGRd] It &l AT fhar.
30 ST & G Aty [Afkar gart, adg 39
— = - | TaTgat (3fdT), mar (HER) A SufEa wt & o
o T T e i3 Rald v o ardier i s o8 e i
T Tften et @@ o ST Shiae dgeR @ @,

ssssssssssssssssssssssssss



https://hindi.news18.com/news/bihar/patna-gaya-microfinance-awareness-program-focus-on-good-credit-ws-l-9281127.html
https://hindi.news18.com/news/bihar/patna-gaya-microfinance-awareness-program-focus-on-good-credit-ws-l-9281127.html

r powering
| I l In respansible
finance
g

MICROFINANCE INDUSTRY NETWORK

Date: June 02, 2025 Page: -

URL - msn.com/hi-in/autos/news/ITHI-TR-A-7-Ib-U-GRFd §-T-35h--319-P5-Jsh H-H-He-d-3-P-

ORUI/ar-AA1FUCRV

99 IR A9 JHTE, 2T 94, ATShIheAd dpd |
feeTar w1 Beor

News18 Hindi & GRI &RI - 3955 - ¢ 2 e ggr T/l

L wriwn e gar o Pfem gt 78u u smred @, m (ReR) 3 SuRa T 3 o B Retd w At sl 2t

© Copyright (C) hindi.new18.com. All Rights Reserved.

Tl AISHIEEY SSE Head (MFIN), S f HRd Rord % gRT AaT U NBFC — MFI & R Ifig SRR &
e e B, 3 T e & S Rig AR Rud 39 TR S TR § 39 Aesie Wsae s & g § 29
TS 2025 I AISHIBIEAE SRReaGdl HRIGH B HIoH 6], 58 SHmd o1 gei sifaf) fHfea e, wig 39
ARt (&), T (RER) 3 SURYT T oS Hise Rl s7H @ sidia @t qifds 3% FRaR o= gfaen firerdt @

3R I Siia S5 &l T

PR



https://www.msn.com/hi-in/autos/news/%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%AF-%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%B0-%E0%A4%B2-%E0%A4%A8-%E0%A4%9A%E0%A5%81%E0%A4%95-%E0%A4%8F%E0%A4%82-%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%B6%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%A4-%E0%A4%AC%E0%A4%A8%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82-%E0%A4%AE-%E0%A4%87%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B0-%E0%A4%AB-%E0%A4%87%E0%A4%A8%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%B8-%E0%A4%95-%E0%A4%B0%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%AF%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%AE-%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82-%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%B9-%E0%A4%B2-%E0%A4%93%E0%A4%82-%E0%A4%95-%E0%A4%AA%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B0%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%A3/ar-AA1FUCRV
https://www.msn.com/hi-in/autos/news/%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%AF-%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%B0-%E0%A4%B2-%E0%A4%A8-%E0%A4%9A%E0%A5%81%E0%A4%95-%E0%A4%8F%E0%A4%82-%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%B6%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%A4-%E0%A4%AC%E0%A4%A8%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82-%E0%A4%AE-%E0%A4%87%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B0-%E0%A4%AB-%E0%A4%87%E0%A4%A8%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%B8-%E0%A4%95-%E0%A4%B0%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%AF%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%AE-%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82-%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%B9-%E0%A4%B2-%E0%A4%93%E0%A4%82-%E0%A4%95-%E0%A4%AA%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B0%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%A3/ar-AA1FUCRV

Is This The End Of Microfinance In India As We Know It? — Profit Insights

ADFAGIORS.ER




F powering
finance
—_

MICROFINANCE INDUSTRY NETWORK

Publication: NDTV Profit Edition: Online

Date: June 03, 2025 Page: -
URL - https://www.ndtvprofit.com/economy-finance/is-this-the-end-of-microfinance-in-india-as-we-know-it-
profit-insights

Is This The End Of Microfinance In India As We Know It? — Profit Insights

Experts believe that it is time to retire the joint liabiltiy group model which spread microfinance lending in India over the last three decades

£+ Vishwanath Mair

© 03 Jun 2025, 11:00 AM IST @ - a g

Back in 2004-05, the National Bank for Agricultural and Rural Development first experimented with the
joint liability group model in microfinance. For the better part of the last two decades, this model has

driven the growth and acceptability of microfinance in India.

Borrowing heavily from Muhammad Yunus's successful Grameen Bank model from Bangladesh, the
JLG model in India depended on groups of women keeping each other accountable for repayment of

loans.

But experts believe that it might be time to retire this model now, or at least for lenders to reinvent it.

This comes as the financial year ending March 2025 turned out to be one of the worst years for
microfinance lenders across the banking and non-banking universe. As of March 31, the outstanding
loan book for the microfinance industry shrank to Rs 3.8 lakh crore, compared with Rs 4.4 lakh crore a

year ago.
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Ifan Mohammed Appointed
Managing Director & CEO of Aspero

CMOtoday News Desk 0 7 dayz azo

- Aspero Markets Private Limited ("Asperc”), a regulated Online Bond Platform Provider (OBPP), today
announced the appointment of Irfan Mohammed as its Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer.

Irfan, previously serving as Executive Director, has played a key role in Aspero’s development. Over the past
five years, he has demonstrated strong mission focus, ownership, and drive, contributing to foundational
work, navigating regulatory requirements, and guiding the platform’s growth. His elevation reflects
confidence in his leadership to advance Aspero through its next phase.

* / Commenting on his appointment, Irfan Mohammed, MD & CEQ, Aspero, said:

“Building Aspero as we transform fixed-income access energizes us all. Democratizing

curated bond investments like NCDs for retail investors is complex, but our platform is
purpose-built for this mission. | look forward to scaling this vision together with the
Aspero team.”

A financial services leader with over 17 years of experience, Irfan brings considerable expertise. He is a
founding member of the Yubi Group, where he contributed to conceptualizing and scaling the Yubi platform
and network. As Chief Business Officer for Financial Services at Yubi, he helped drive the platform’s adoption

from its early stages.
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Aspero appoints Irfan Mohammed as MD
& CEO

Irfan, previously serving as Executive Director, has played a key role in
Aspero's development

By MarcaMoney Staff
Last updated: June 7, 2025 6:41 AM

—— Aspero appoints Irfan Mohammed as MD & CEO

Aspero, a regulated Online Bond Platform Provider (OBPP). announced the
appointment of Irfan Mohammed as its Managing Director & Chief

Executive Officer.

Irfan, previously serving as Executive Director, has played a key role in
Aspero's development. Over the past five years, he has demonstrated
strong mission focus, ownership, and drive, contributing to foundational
work, navigating regulatory requirements, and guiding the platform's

growth.

A financial services leader with over 17 years of experience, Irfan brings
considerable expertise. He is a founding member of the Yubi Group, where
he contributed to conceptualizing and scaling the Yubi platform and
network. As Chief Business Officer for Financial Services at Yubi, he helped

drive the platform’s adoption from its early stages.
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Jefferies flags weak MFI disbursements; says asset quality recovery could take 1-2 quarters

By Markets Desk Published on June 6, 2025, 08:22 |ST

Jefferies has flagged concerns over recent trends in the microfinance (MFI) sector, noting that fourth quarter FY25

disbursements fell 38 percent year-on-year, though they rose 12 percent quarter-on-quarter.
This resulted in a 3 percent quarter-on-quarter and 14 percent year-on-year fall in assets under management.

Overdue loans (31-180 days) showed marginal improvement, declining from 6.4 percent in December to 6.2 percent in

March. However, Jefferies believes asset quality normalisation could take one to two more quarters.
The sector is also navigating new MFIN 2.0 norms, with some risks from state elections.

Jefferies noted that Spandana, Fusion, and CreditAccess Grameen have a higher share of customers with four or more

loans, while Bandhan Bank could fare better in this environment.

Disclaimer: The views and target prices mentioned in this article are as stated by Jefferies. They do not represent the

opinions or recommendations of this publication. Readers are advised to consult their financial advisors before making

any investment decisions.
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Jefferies flags weak MFI disbursements; says
asset quality recovery could take 1-2 quarters

sd 000
|efferies has flagged concerns over recent trends in the
microfinance (MFI) sector, noting that fourth quarter FY25
disbursements fell 38 percent year-on-year, though they rose
12 percent quarter-on-guarter.

This resulted in a2 3 percent quarter-on-guarter and 14 percent
year-on-year fall in assets under management.

Overdue loans (31-180 days) showed marginal improvement,
declining from 6.4 percent in December to 6.2 percent in
March. However, Jefferies believes asset quality normalisation
could take one to two more quarters.

The sector is also navigating new MFIM 2.0 norms, with some
risks from state elections.

|efferies noted that Spandana, Fusion, and CreditAccess
Grameen have a higher share of customers with four or more

loans, while Bandhan Bank could fare better in this

environment.

. ADFACTORS PR

Reputation & Critical Issues Advisory



https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/businessupturn-epaper-bsnutme/jefferies+flags+weak+mfi+disbursements+says+asset+quality+recovery+could+take+1+2+quarters-newsid-n667339161
https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/businessupturn-epaper-bsnutme/jefferies+flags+weak+mfi+disbursements+says+asset+quality+recovery+could+take+1+2+quarters-newsid-n667339161
https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/businessupturn-epaper-bsnutme/jefferies+flags+weak+mfi+disbursements+says+asset+quality+recovery+could+take+1+2+quarters-newsid-n667339161

MFI stress to be steady in next few quarters: RBI Deputy Governor
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MEFI stress to be steady in next few quarters: RBI Deputy
Governor
RBI relaxes qualifying cntena for NBFCs fo be treated as MFis

Advertisemnent

R8I DG Swaminathan Janakiraman

Aathira Varier | Mumbai
3 min read Last Updated - Jun 06 2025 | 10:56 PM IST

Stress in the microfinance portfolio is expected to stabilise over the next couple of quarters,

Swaminathan J, Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of India (RBI), said on Friday during the post-
monetary policy press meet.

Meanwhile, RBI on Friday relaxed the qualifying criteria for Non-Banking Finance Companies
(NBFCs) to be classified as Microfinance Institutions (MFIs). Under the revised criteria, NBFCs

will have to maintain 60 per cent of their assets in the microfinance loan portfolio instead of the
earlier 75 per cent.

“The entities predominantly in this segment have already identified, recalibrated their business

models, and stepped up their collection methodologies. We have also seen a shrinkage of that
portfolio due to this recalibration,” Swaminathan said, referring to MFIs.
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Bad loan provisions increased in March gqtr amid microfin stress
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Bad Loan Provisions Up in Q4 amid Microfin Stress

Among 29 banks, provisioning rises by 8.3% sequentially, and by over 9% on year; private lenders lead the list

Ranjit Shinde

ET Intelligence Group: Loan
loss provisioning by banks in-
creased sequentially and year-on-
year inthe March 2025 quarter,
led by the private sector banks,
whichreported higher fresh
slippages amid pressure on the
asset quality of microfinance
loans. For a sample of 29 banks,
provisioning towards non-per-
forming assets (NPA) increased
by 8.3% sequentially to ¥25,242.9
crore after reporting a drop in the
previous two quarters. Ona
year-on-year basis, itrose by
9.2%, a second consecutive quar-

ter of increase.

The NPA provisioning has gra-
dually inched up after hittinga
low of ¥18,169.5 crore in the March
2023 quarter. However, it continu-
es to remain below the level of
%30,000 crore seen three years
ago. The stress in the microfinan-
ce portfolio islikely to persist for
the next few quarters, which may,
in turn, result in fresh slippages.

“The stress witnessed earlier in
retail segments like unsecured
personal loans and credit card
receivables portfolio has abated
while the stress in micro-finance
segmentstill persist,” stated IDBI
Capital in a sector report.

Inthe total sample, 22 banks
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reported a year-on-year increase
in theloan loss provisioning, the
highest number in at least 13

quarters. The NPA provisioning
by private sector banks increased
by 26.4% year-on-year to 210,066

crore. For the public sector banks
(PSBs), itremained flat helped by
areversal of €2,759.4 crore of
provision by IDBI bank during
the March quarter. “Fresh slippa-
ges continue toremain elevated
for the banks amid sustained
stress in the MFI business. With
the new MFIN guardrails being
implemented in HIFY26, the
growth shall experience a hiccup,
while asset quality is likely to
improve,” mentioned Motilal
Oswal Financial Servicesina
report. The brokerage expects
credit cost toremain elevated in
thefirsthalf of the currentfiscal
year and expects moderation in
the second half.
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Bad loan provisions increased in
March qtr amid microfin stress

Loan loss provisioning by banks, especially private sector banks, increased in the March 2025
quarter due to higher slippages and asset quality pressure in microfinance loans. NPA
provisioning rose sequentially and year-on-yvear, with 22 banks reporting an increase. 5tress in
the microfinance portfolio is expected to continue, potentially leading to further slippages in

the coming quarters.

X O lin e @

Ranjit Shinde - ET Bureau
Updated On Jun 9, 2025 at 0557 AM 151

ET Intelligence Group: Loan loss provisioning by banks increased

sequentially and vear-on-vear in the March 2025 quarter, led by the

private sector banks, which reported higher fresh slippages amid

pressure on the asset quality of microfinance loans. For a sample of 29

banks, provisioning towards non-performing assets (NPA) increased by
8.3% sequentially to 725,242.9 crore after reporting a drop in the
previous two quarters. On a year-on-yvear basis, it rose by 2.2%, a second

consecutive quarter of increase.

. ADFACTORS PR

Reputation & Critical Issues Advisor y



https://bfsi.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/banking/bad-loan-provisions-increased-in-march-qtr-amid-microfin-stress/121715303
https://bfsi.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/banking/bad-loan-provisions-increased-in-march-qtr-amid-microfin-stress/121715303

RBI rate cut: Mid-sized banks may outperform larger private, PSU rivals
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RBI rate cut: Mid-sized banks may
outperform larger private, PSU rivals

Backed by improving asset quality trends and a favourable balance sheet composition, these
banks are seen as well-positioned to deliver stronger earnings growth and better margin

protection in FY26 and beyond.

X O in e e =

ETBFSI Research + ETBFSI Read by:
Updated On Jun 9, 2025 at 05:53 AM IST 522 Industry Professionals

Mid-sized private sector banks are emerging as strong alpha-generating
bets in the current rate cycle, with analysts expecting them to

outperform their larger and state-owned peers over the medium term.
Backed by improving asset quality trends and a favourable balance sheet
composition, these banks are seen as well-positioned to deliver stronger
earnings growth and better margin protection in FY26 and beyond,
according to an InCred Equities report.

In the March 2025 quarter, early indicators pointed to a broad-based
improvement in asset quality. Collection efficiency improved across
microfinance (MFI) players, while stress in unsecured segments such as
personal loans and credit cards began to stabilise. Large private banks
reported that asset quality in new disbursements remained healthy, and
further improvement is expected through the first half of FY26. The
implementation of enhanced underwriting standards by MFI players
under MFIN guardrails 2.0 has already started showing results,
supporting a positive credit quality outlook.
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RBI Revises Qualifying Assets Criteria for NBFC-MFIs: A Welcome Move
towards Greater Flexibility and Risk Diversification
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RBI REVISES QUALIFYING ASSETS CRITERIA FOR NBFC-MFIS: A WELCOME
MOVE TOWARDS GREATER FLEXIBILITY AND RISK DIVERSIFICATION

& Maman Bansal @ Juned 2025 W@ PR

RECOREA

Bengaluru, June 09, 2025 - The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued a circular dated June &, 2025,
revising the Qualifying Assets (QA) criteria for Mon-Banking Financial Companies - Microfinance
Institutions (NBFC-MFIs), reducing the requirement from "75% of total assets” to “a minimum of 60% of
total assets (net of intangible assets)”. This significant policy update is expected to ease compliance
challenges and enable NBFC-MFIs to serve microfinance clients more effectively while managing portfolio
risks better.

The QA norm was originally introduced in 2011 when the REI created the NBFC-MFI category, setting the
QA threshold at “Mot less than B5% of its net assets” wherein "Met assets” meant total assets other than
cash and bank balances and money market instruments. In March 2022, the REI revised this definition to
75% of total assets, aiming to provide flexibility and promote innovation in serving the evolving credit
needs of microfinance clients. However, the change unintentionally resulted in a stricter framework,

leading to frequent breaches of the norm.

Dr. Alok Misra, CEO & Director of MFIN welcoming the move said "this regulatory change
demonstrates the responsiveness of the REI to the genuine demands of the industry. This change will help
MBFC-MFIs be in regulatory compliance at all times, diversify to some extent and yet retain the focus on
microfinance.”
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RBI Revises Qualifying Assets Criteria for
NBFC-MFIs: A Welcome Move Towards
Greater Flexibility and Risk Diversification
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Bengaluru, June 10, 2025 - The Reserve Bank of India (RBT) has issued a circular dated
June 6, 20235, revising the Qualifying Assets (QA) criteria for Non-Banking Financial
Companies - Microfnance Institations (NBFC-MFIs). redwcing the recprirement from
ST of total aveets” to “a minimom of 60% of tetal assets (net of intangrible ascets)™
This significant policy update is expected to ease compliance challenges and enable WBFC-

MFIs to serve microfinance dlients maore ul‘]’uu:i\.‘ﬂy while managing ]'.!l:lrl:ﬁilil:l risks hetter.

The QA norm was originally introduced in 2011 when the B created the NBFC-MFT
categonry, setting the QA threshold at “Not les than 85% of its net zssets” wherein “Ne
assets” meeant total assets other than cash and hank halances and maoreey market
imstruments. In March 2022, the KRB revised this definition o 75% of total asets, aiming to

prowicle Aexihili

y and promete innevation in serving the evolving credis needs of

micredfmance clients. However, the change unintentionally resulted in a stricter framewerk,

|-u.d.ing L5s) 'Fn.'l.]u..'nt breaches of the norm.
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RBI Revises Qualifying Assets Criteria for NBFC-MFIs: A Welcome Move
Towards Greater Flexibility and Risk Diversification

by NS — June 8, 2025 in Finance oo

Eengaluru — The Reserve Bank of India (REI) has issued a circular dated June &, 2023, revising the
Qualifying Assets (QA) criteria for Mon-Eanking Financial Companies — Microfinance Institutions (MEFC-
KFl=), reducing the requirement from “75% of total assets™ to “a minimum of 60% of total assets (net of
intangible assels)". This significant policy updale is expected to ease compliance challenges and enable
NEFC-MFls to serve microfinance clients more effectively while managing portfolio risks betfer.

The QA norm was originally introduced in 2011 when the RE| created the NBFC-MFI category, setting the
QA threshold at “Mot less than 85% of ifs net assets™ whersin “Met asseizs” meant total assets other than
cash and bank balances and money market instruments. In March 2022, the REI revized this definition to
T5% of total assets, aiming to provide flexibility and promote innovation in serving the evolving credit
needs of microfinance clients. However, the change uninfentionally resulted in a stricter framewaork,
leading to frequent breaches of the norm.

Dr. Alok Misra, CEQ & Director of MFIM welcoming the move said “this regulatory change demonstrates
the responsiveness of the REl to the genuine demands of the industry. This change will help MEFC-MFls
be in regulatory compliance at all times, diversify to some extent and yet retain the focus on
microfinance.”
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RBI's revised QA norms to boost compliance, broaden microfinance reach
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RBI's revised QA norms to boost compliance, broaden
microfinance reach

Industry body says lowering QA threshold for NBFC-MFIs to 60% will improve compliance, enable diversification, and support

long-ferm sector sustainability

TheReserve Bank of India’s (RBI's) revised qualifying asset (QA) criteria will enhance
compliance while empowering institutions to build a more balanced portfolio, the Microfinance
Institutions Network (MFIN) said on Monday.

On Friday, the regulator relaxed the qualifying asset requirement for non-banking financial
company-microfinance institutions (NBFC-MFIs) to 60 per cent of total assets, down from 75
per cent earlier. This means MFIs must now maintain 60 per cent of their assets in microfinance

loans, instead of the earlier 75 per cent.

The decision will enable NBFC-MFIs to extend their reach to the “missing middle" — through
products designed for clients transitioning to micro, small and medinm enterprises (MSMES),
micro-housing, and related sectors, MFIN said. It added that the move would strengthen the
sector's long-term sustainability while keeping the core microfinance mission intact.
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NBFC-MFls get more lending freedom as RBI cuts microfinance
asset norm to 60%
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NBFC-MFIs get more lending
freedom as RBI cuts microfinance
asset norm to 60%

The RBI has made a notewaorthy change by relaxing the qualifying asset criteria for NBFC

MFls, decreasing the minimum from 75% to 60%. This adjustment provides microfinance
lenders with the freedom to diversify their funding allocation, allowing them to invest in

sectors outside of microfinance.

K {g in T EI" @

Vikas Kurmmar - ETBFSI Feead by
Updated Om Jun 9, 2025 at 0619 Pa ST 2640 Industry Professionals

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday revised the gualifving asset
criteria for non-banking financial institutions-microfinance institutions

(NBFC-MFIs).

Qualifying assets of NEFC-MFIs shall constitute a minimum of 60% of
the total assets — netted off by intangible assets — on an ongeing basis,

REI said in a press release.

Further, the RBI has lowered the minimum requirement for qualifying
assets from 75% to 60% of total assets net of intangible assets onan

ongoing basis.
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Mid-sized Private Banks Seen Outperforming Larger Peers In FY26: InCred
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Mid-sized Private Banks Seen
Outperforming Larger Peers In FY26: InCred

& BW Online Bureau | & Jun 09, 2025

# Banks # Growth

Improving asset quality, margin advantage to drive alpha in RBL Bank, AU SFB while PSBs
face pressure from rate cuts

Mid-sized private sector banks are poised to outperform their larger and state-owned
counterparts in the current interest rate cycle, supported by healthier asset quality
and a more favourable loan book structure, according to a report by InCred Equities.

Analysts at the brokerage expect these banks to deliver stronger earnings growth and
better net interest margin (NIM) protection through FY26, driven by structural
improvernents in credit quality and a favourable cost environment.

In the March 2025 guarter, banks across the board reported signs of improvement in
asset quality. Microfinance institutions (MFIs) saw a rise in collection efficiency, while
stress in unsecured lending—particularly personal loans and credit cards—showed
signs of stabilising.

Large private lenders noted that new disbursements remained healthy, with further
improvements expected in the first half of FY26. The rollout of MFIN Guardrails 2.0,
which strengthened underwriting standards in the MFI segment, has begun to
positively impact credit outcomes.

Mid-sized banks, with their relatively higher share of fixed-rate loans and wholesale
borrowings that reprice more quickly, are expected to gain margin advantage in a
declining interest rate scenario. Analysts believe that lower interest reversals from
slippages and a drop in credit costs in H2ZFY26 will further support their NIMs.

Among these players, RBL Bank is being positioned as a direct play on asset quality
improvernent, while AU Small Finance Bank is favoured for its long-term
compounding potential. Kotak Mahindra Bank, despite its premium valuation, may
outperform if it sustains volume growth. However, Federal Bank faces some caution
due to high valuations despite strategic progress.
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Analysing New RBI MFI Regulations
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Micro Finance Industry Network (MFIN) releases the 53rd edition of
Micrometer for Q4 FY 24-25 based on the industry position as on

March 31, 2025
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MFI loan disbursement falls 25 pc to Rs
1.12 lakh cr in FY25

MEW DELHI: (Jun 11) Loan disbursed by microfinance institutions (MFls) have
declined by 25 per centto Rs 1.12 lakh crore in FY25 reflecting stress in the sector.

Loan amount of Rs 1,12,459 crore was disbursed in 2024-25 through 2.2 crore
accounts, including disbursement of owned as well as managed portfolio,
Microfinance Institution Network (MFIN), an umbrella body of the microfinance
institutions (MFIs), said in its report released on Wednesday.

MFIs loan disbursement in FY25 was 25 4 per cent lower than the amount disbursed
in 2023-24 it said.
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STRESS SIGNS

NBFC-MFIs’ Equity
Capital Shrank 2% in
FY25, Outstanding
BorrowingFell 36%

Our Bureau

Kolkata: The equity capital of pure-bred microfinance
companiesshrank1.8% in 2024-25 whiletheir outstanding
annual borrowing saw a 36 % drop as investors and banks
tightened purse strings amid the stress in the sector.
Thesemicrofinance companiesare classified asnon-banking
finance company-microfinance institutions (NBFC-MFI).
Total equity decreased 1.8% to 35,759 crore at the end of
March, the Microfinance Institutions Net-
work (MFIN) said in its March quarter re-
port. During 2024-25, NBFC-MFIs received a
totalof 57,307 croreindebtfunding,a 35.7%
decrease from the previous financial year.
MFIN is one of the two self-regulators for
the sector.
According to the data, banks contributed

Cumulative

g{z?:‘::an 78.4% of NBFC-MFIs’ total annual borro-

Microfinance Wing in 2024-25. Other NBFCs contributed
Institutions 11.9%, followed by external commercial
Network borrowing(5.1% )and other sources(4.6%).

members The size of the gross microfinance loan
declined portfolio contracted about 13.9% year-on-
13.5%to yeartoZ3.81lakh croreattheend of 2024-25,

¥3.75lakhcr  yccordingto CRIF High Mark data. The cu-
mulative gross loan size for MFIN mem-
bersdeclined 13.5% to £3.751akh crore, as lenders slowed
disbursement amid severe asset quality stress.
Amongtheregulated entities active inthemicrofinance
segment, portfolio size of all entity types fell except for
NBFCs, which saw a 4.1% year-on-year increase, said the
MFIN report. In terms of geographical coverage, east,
northeast and south comprised 62.7% of the total micro-
finance portfolio. Portfolio quality as measured by PAR
31-180 — which indicates the percentage of a loan portfo-
lio considered atrisk of default within 31to180daysof de-
linquency —was6.3% against 2.2% at theend of FY25.
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STRESS SIGNS

NBFC-MFIs’ Equity
Capital Shrank 2% in
FY25, Outstanding
Borrowing Fell 36%

Our Bureau

Kolkata: The equity capital of pure-bred microfinance
companies shrank1.8% in 2024-25 while their outstanding
annual borrowing saw a 36 % drop as investors and banks
tightened purse strings amid the stress in the sector.
These microfinance companies are classified asnon-banking
finance company-microfinance institutions (NBFC-MFI).
Total equity decreased 1.8% to 35,759 crore at the end of
March, the Microfinance Institutions Net-
work (MFIN) said in its March quarter re-
(\‘/ port. During 2024-25, NBFC-MF1Is received a
e totalof 257,307 crore indebtfunding,a35.7%
o decrease from the previous financial year.
MPFIN is one of the two self-regulators for
the sector.
According to the data, banks contributed

Cumulative

g{:: :Jt:an 78.4% of NBFC-MFIs’ total annual borro-

Microfinance Wing in 2024-25. Other NBFCs contributed
Institutions 11.9%, followed by external commercial

Network borrowing(5.1%)andothersources(4.6%).
members The size of the gross microfinance loan
declined portfolio contracted about 13.9% year-on-
13.5% to yeartoZ3.811akh crore at the end of 2024-25,

¥3.75lakhcr  accordingto CRIF High Mark data. The cu-
mulative gross loan size for MFIN mem-
bers declined 13.5% to %3.751akh crore, as lenders slowed
disbursement amid severe asset quality stress.
Amongtheregulated entitiesactive inthe microfinance
segment, portfolio size of all entity types fell except for
NBFCs, which saw a 4.1% year-on-year increase, said the
MFIN report. In terms of geographical coverage, east,
northeast and south comprised 62.7% of the total micro-
finance portfolio. Portfolio quality as measured by PAR
31-180 — which indicates the percentage of a loan portfo-
lioconsideredatrisk of default within 31to180daysof de-
linquency —was 6.3% against 2.2% at the end of FY25.
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MFT asset quality down,
loan disbursements fell
toR1.12trnin FY25

The asset quality of the microfinance portfolio
measured by Portfolio at Risk (PAR 31- 180)
deteriorated to 6.2 per cent at the end of
Q4FY25ascompared to2 per cent atthe end of
Q4FY24. While the loan amount disbursed
dropped to¥1.12trillionin FY25asagainst ¥1.50
trillion, according to Micro Finance Industry
Network (MFIN)’s amid heatwave, external
incitement, concerns on overleveraging, Kar-
nataka issue etc. denting the credit quality of
the companies. BS REPORTER
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Microfinance loan book shrinks 13.5% in
FY25 onpersisting asset quality issues

I
Our Bureau
Mumbai

The gross loan portfolio of
microfinance players shrank
13.5 per cent to X3,75,030
crore as of March-end com-
pared to 34,33,697 crore a
year ago, according to in-
dustry body the Micro Fin-
ance Industry Network
(MFIN).

The de-growth came
against the backdrop of chal-
lenges, such as borrower
over-leveraging, asset qual-
ity and liquidity issues, and
the Karnataka law to curb co-

ercive  loan  recovery
practices.
DISBURSAL TRENDS

MFIs’ loan disbursement in
QAFY25 dropped 34 per cent
to 370,942 crore (X1,07,640
crore in Q4FY24) but was up
13 per cent compared to
62,817 crore in Q3FY2S.
However, the average loan
size increased about 11.5 per
cent to 53,897 (348,322).
The number of loans dis-
bursed declined to 132 lakh
(223 lakh), but was higher
than 118 lakh in Q3FY25.
Alok Misra, CEO and Dir-
ector, MFIN, said that FY25
had been challenging, with
multiple factors including a
heatwave, external incite-
ment, concerns on over-
leveraging, and the
Karnataka issue affecting

Progress report
March-end March-end 9% change

2024 2025
Gross loan portfollo Fcr) 433,697  3,75,030 -13.5
Unique borrowers (crore) 7.8 78 ’
Number of loan accounts (crore) 14.9 133 -10.7
Portfolio at risk (1-90 days) % 1.7 422 -
Q4FY24 Q4FY25 9% change
Loan disbursed (% cr) 1,07,640 70,942 -34.1

Average loan size @)

48322 53,897 115

Number of loans disbursed (lakh)

223 132 -40.8

credit quality. Consequently,
funding to the sector also
shrank. As a result, credit
costs went up and GLP
(gross loan portfolio) fell.

However, with the adop-
tion of guardrails issued by
MFIN for the sector, credit
quality is getting better with
PAR (portfolio at risk) 1-90
days of the industry at 4.22
per cent as of 31 March 2025.
PAR 31-180 (days) for all en-
tities except NBFCs has im-
proved or stabilised com-
pared to the previous
quarter.  However, for
NBFCs, it has weakened to 4
per cent from 3.7 per cent (in
December 2024).

While PAR 31-180 for
NBFC-MFIs and banks im-
proved to 6.6 per cent (6.8
per cent at December-end
2024) and 6.2 per cent (6.7
per cent), it was flatat 7.2 per
cent for SFBs. Among regu-
lated entities active in the

microfinance  space, the
portfolio of all entity types
de-grew, except NBFCs
which rose 4.1 per cent y-o-y.

As of March-end, the num-
ber of unique borrowers was
unchanged at 7.8 crore even
as the number of loan ac-
counts declined to 13.3 crore
(14.9 crore at March-end
2024).

The top 10 States (based
on universe data) constitute
83.7 per cent (84.4 per cent
as of March-end 2024) in
terms of GLP.

Bihar remains the leading
State in terms of microfin-
ance portfolio outstanding,
followed by Tamil Nadu and
Uttar Pradesh.

Among the top 10 States,
Tamil Nadu had the highest
average loan outstanding per
account at 331,131
(X31,382), followed by West
Bengal at 30,488 (331,146),
per MFIN data.
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MFI credit falls 25%
ET(I) R1.12L crin FY25

NEW DELHI

Loan disbursed by microfi-
nance institutions (MFIs) have
declined by 25 per cent to Rs
112 lakh crore in FY25 reflect-
ing stress in the sector.

Loan amount of Rs 1,12,459
crore was disbursed in 2024-
25 through 2.2 crore accounts,
including disbursement of
owned as well as managed
portfolio, Microfinance
Institution Network (MFIN),
an umbrella body of the
microfinance  institutions
(MFIs), said in its report
released on Wednesday.

MFIs loan disbursement in
FY25 was 254 per cent lower
than the amount disbursed in
2023-24, it said.

However, the average loan
amount  disbursed per
account during FY25 was Rs
50,131 which increased by 12.3
per cent in comparison to the
last financial year.

NBFC-MFls
received a total of
357,307 crorein
debt funding

During the year, the report
said, NBFC-MFIs received
a total of Rs 57,307 crore
in debt funding, a 357 per
cent decrease from previous
year.

Banks contributed 78.4 per
cent of the total borrowing
received followed by non-
bank entities 11.9 per cent,
ECB 5.1 per cent, All India
Financial Institution 3. per
cent and others 1.5 per cent, it
said.

Total equity decreased by
1.8 per cent to Rs 35,759 crore
as compared to previous year.

During the quarter ended
March 31, 2025, Asset Under
Management (AUM) of MFIs
came down by 11.9 per cent to
Rs 1,47,279 crore.
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MF| loan disbursement
falls 25% to Rs 1.12L cr

PNS m NEW DELHI

Loan disbursed by microfi-
nance institutions (MFIs) have
declined by 25 per cent to Rs
1.12 lakh crore in FY25 reflect-
ing stress in the sector.

Loan amount of Rs 1,12,459
crore was disbursed in 2024-25
through 2.2 crore accounts,
including disbursement of
owned as well as managed
portfolio, Microfinance
Institution Network (MFIN),
an umbrella body of the micro-
finance institutions (MFIs),
said in its report released on
Wednesday.

MFIs loan disbursement in
FY25 was 25.4 per cent lower
than the amount disbursed in
2023-24, it said.
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MFI LOAN DISBURSEMENT
FALLS 25%: Loan disbursed by
microfinance institutions
(MFIs) have declined by 25 per
cent to Rs 1.12 lakh
crore in FY25 reflecting stress
in the sector.

Loan amount of Rs 1,12,459
crore was disbursed in 2024-25
through 2.2 crore accounts,
including disbursement of
owned as well as managed port-
folio, Microfinance Institution
Network (MFIN), an umbrella
body of the microfinance insti-
tutions (MFIs), said initsreport
released on Wednesday.
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Microfinance sector sees equity, borrowing and
loan book shrink in FY25

By Atmadip Ray. ET Bureau » Last Updated: Jun 11, 2025, 05-47:00 PM IST A
FOLLOW US SHARE FONTSIZE SMVE PRSNT COMMENT

Synopsis

NBFC-MFIs saw their equity shrink 1.8% and debt funding drop 36% in FY25 amid
tightened lending by banks and investors. Loan portfolics also contracted nearly 14% as
enders slowed disbursements due to asset quality concerns

The equity capital of pure-bred microfinance
companies shrank 1.8% in 2024-25 while their
outstanding annual borrowing saw a 36% drop as
investors and banks tightened purse strings amid
the stress in the sector.

Microfinance companies faced

sharp declinesin eg . . .
borrowing. and loan partfolios in These microfinance companies are classified as
F¥25, reflecting stress and . .

cautious lending inthe MEFC-MFl NON-banking finance company-microfinance

segrnent . . .
- institutions (NBFC-MFET).

Total equity decreased 1.8% to Rs 35,759 crore at the end of March, the
Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN) said in its March quarter report.
During 2024-25, NBFC-MFIs received a total of Rs 57,307 crore in debt funding,
a 33.7% decrease from the previous financial year.

MFIN is one of the two self-regulators for the sector.

Arcording to the data, banks contributed 78.4% of NBFC-MFIs total annual
borrowing in 2024-25. Other NBFCs contributed 11.9%, followed by external
commercial borrowing (5.1%6) and other sources (4.6%4).

The size of the gross microfinance loan portfolio contracted about 13.9% year-
on-year to Rs 3.81 lakh crore at the end of 2024-25, according to CRIF High
Mark data. The cumulative gross loan size for MFIN members declined 13.5%
to Rs 3.75 lakh crore, as lenders slowed disbursement amid severe asset

quality stress.
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NBFC-MFIs AUM shrinks 11.9% YoY
amid declining disbursements, rising

credit risk

FY25 proved a tough year for NBFC-MFls. Their loan portfolios actually got smaller, which isn't
good news. Even worse, more borrowers had trouble paying back their loans. The MFIN
Micrometer indicates they're lending larger amounts, but overall, the sector's definitely

feeling the squeeze and facing sorme serious headwinds.

KO in e [y =

Vikas Kurmar - ETBFSI
Published On Jun 12, 2025 ar 08:00 AM IST

The Non-Banking Financial Company - Microfinance Institutions

(MBFC-MFIs) segment witnessed a contraction in key performance
metrics for the financial year ending March 31, 2025 in terms of client

basze, disbursements, and overall ATTM.

According to the MFIN Micrometer, while microfinance lenders are

focusing on larger loans, sector-wide stress in asset quality and reduced

access to funding could pose challenges to sustained growth.
AUM shrinks; MFIN members maintain dominant share

As per the micrometer, the total Assets Under Management (AUM) of
MBFC-MFIs stood at #1,47,279 crore as of March 2025,
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Microfinance loan disbursal falls 25% to ¥1.12 trillion in
FY25

MFis loan disbursement in FY25 was 25.4 per cent lower than the amount disbursed in 2023-24

During the quarter ended March 31, 2025, Asset Under Management {AUM) of MFls came down by 11.9 per ceni to Rs 1,47 279
crore. | llustration: Binay Sinha

Press Trust of India| Mew Delhi

i : s T =y
2 min read Last Updated : Jun 11 2025 | 6:51 PM ST @ e |\c:.r-.ec:-.-.11ns§/| < 0

Loan disbursed by microfinance institutions (MFIs) have declined by 25 per cent to Rs 1.12
trillion in FY25 reflecting stress in the sector.

Loan amount of Rs 1,12,459 crore was disbursed in 2024-25 through 2.2 crore accounts,
including disbursement of owned as well as managed portfolio, Microfinance Institution

Network (MFIN), an umbrella body of the microfinance institutions (MFIs), said in its report
released on Wednesday.

MFIs loan disbursement in FY25 was 25.4 per cent lower than the amount disbursed in 2023-24,
it said.
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Microfinance credit quality dips in FY25; NPAs rise to
¥55,000 crore

Microfinance seclor sees worsening credit meltrics in FY25 with PAR 31-180 and NPAs rizing sharply amid disbursal decline and
external disruptions, says MFIN

The gross loan portfolio (GLP) of microfinance institutions {MFIs) fell to 375 frillion at the end of March 2025, down from 4. 24
frillion a year ago.

Aathira Varier | Mumbai

3 min read Last Updated : Jun 11 2025 | 8:05 PM IST ' ™y
min = L l @ e |\CDF"|ECI:'.|'.-11]" L.ag‘ /I {: (]

Listen to This Article

b 0:00/0:35 W i Tx e

The asset quality of the microfinance portfolio, measured by Portfolio at Risk (PAR) 31—180,
deteriorated to 6.2 per cent at the end of Q4FY25, compared to 2 per cent at the end of Q4FY24,.
Loan disbursals also dropped to T1.12 trillion in F¥25 from T1.50 trillion, according to the
Microfinance Industry Network (MFIN). The credit quality decline was attributed to multiple

factors such as heatwaves, external incitement, overleveraging concerns, and the Karnataka
1=+
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Microfinance disbursal falls 25% in Q4
amid rising defaults

Microfinance loan disbursals dropped 25% in Q4FY25 amid rising defaults and tightened
lending norms. Sector GLP fell to Rs 3.75 lakh crore as credit stress, heatwaves, and
overleveraging hit growth. PAR |levels worsened, though early signs of recovery are
emerging, says MFIN and Macquarie.

Written by Narayanan V
June 11,2025 20:59 IST ~ m “ ﬁ

The industry's GLP dropped 14% year-on-year to ¥3.75 lakh crore. (Freepik)

Loan disbursals of the microfinance sector declined 25% year-on-year to 31.12-lakh
crore in Q4FY25 as lenders curtailed exposure and reduced the borrower base in

response to growing default stress.

According to the 53rd edition of Micrometer by Microfinance Institutions Network
(MFIN), a self-regulatory body for the sector, the number of loans disbursed
dropped to 22 million accounts during the quarter, from 34 million in Q4FY24.

“FY25 has been a tough year with multiple factors — heatwave, external inciternent,
overleveraging concerns and the Karnataka issue — affecting the credit quality.
Consequently, funding to the sector shrinked,” said Alok Misra, CEO and director,
MFIN.
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Microfinance loan book
shrinks 13.5% in FY25 on
persisting asset quality issues

Loan amount disbursed in Q4FY25 declined 34% yoy to 70,942
crore

fpdated - June 11, 2025 st D932 PM.

A group of village women at a microfinance loan meeting | Photo Credit: Naturecreator

The gross loan portfolio of players in the mi-
crofinance space de-grew 13.5 per cent year-
on-year (yoy) to ¥3,75,030 crore as at March-
end 2025, against 34,33,697 crore as at March-
end 2024, according to industry body the
Micro Finance Industry Network (MFIN).

The de-growth came in the backdrop of issues

such as borrower over-leveraging, asset quality and liquidity issues, and
a State (Karnataka) bringing in a stringent law to curb coercive loan re-
covery practices.

By BL Mumbai Bureau = [@
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Tamil Nadu has highest average outstanding
loan amount per account in microfinance sector

Among the top 10 states, Tamil Nadu has the highest average loan outstanding per account of ¥31,131
followed by West Bengal at ¥30,488, as per the data

Updated - June 15 2025 1.2:30 s 5T - CHENRAS

. SANJAY VIAYAKUMAR
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Az per Economic Surveyof Tamil Nadu 2025-2%, Per Lapita Income of lamsl Nadu in 2022-24 was 42,78 lakh, 1.6 times the national average of 41.09
akh and was ranked a5 the fourth-larpest state m termes of per capita income, Alok Misra, COand Directar, MFIN, pomnted cut (Hepresentative
mage)

Tamll Nadu has the highest average loan outstanding per account in the microfinance
sector, as per data from industry assoclation Micro Finance Industry Network (MFIN).

Bihar continues to be the Largest state in terms of portfolle outstanding followed by Tamil
Madu and Uttar Pradesh in the mictofinance sector. Among the top 10 states, Tamil Nadu
has the highest average loan outstanding per acoount of 331,131 followed by West Bangal
at 130,468, as per the data.
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Microfinance Q4 a wake-up call for
companies, policymakers

India’s microfinance sector is reeling under a client drop, shrinking loans, and rising defaults

The latest numbers from the Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN), an industry body
of microlenders, for the financial year 2024-25 paint a troubling picture: a shrinking client
base, dwindling assets, and a surge in risky loans.

Non-Banking Financial Companies-Microfinance Institutions (NBFC-MFIs), which serve
millions of low-income households, are grappling with a 9.2% drop in clients, from 4.6
crore to 4.2 crore, and an 11.9% decline in Assets Under Management (AUM), now at Rs
1.47,279 crore.

Loan disbursements have tanked by 25.4% to Rs 1,12,459 crore, and debt funding has
plummeted 35.7% to Rs 57,307 crore.

Worst of all, the Portfolio at Risk (PAR) for 31-180 days has spiked from 2% to 6.2%,
signalling a sharp rise in potential defaults.

These are red flags for a sector that's supposed to lift the poor out of poverty.
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MFI Loan Disbursement Falls 25 9% to Rs .12
Lakh Crore in FY?25

However, the average loan amount disbursed per account during FY25 was Rs 50,131 which increased by 12.3 per cent in comparison to the

last financial year

PTI
Updated on: 12 June 2025 12:42 pm

Loan disbursed by microfinance institutions (MFIs) have declined by 25 per cent to Rs 1.12 lakh crore in FY25 reflecting
stress in the sector.

Loan amount of Rs 1,12,459 crore was disbursed in 2024-25 through 2.2 crore accounts, including disbursement of owned
as well as managed portfolio, Microfinance Institution Network (MFIN), an umbrella body of the microfinance institutions
(MFIs), said in its report released on Wednesday.

MFIs loan disbursement in FY25 was 25.4 per cent lower than the amount disbursed in 2023-24, it said.
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Microfinance Struggles Amidst Declining
Loan Disbursement

Loan dishursements by microfinance institutions (MFIs) in India fell by 25% to Rs 1.12
lakh crore in FY25, pointing to siress within the sector. The average loan amount per
account rose slightly, while debts and total equity decreased significantly. Regional
distribution and issues like high interest rates remain areas of concern.

Devidiscourse News Desk | New Delhi | Updated: 11-06-2025 18:40 15T | Created: 11-06-2025 18:40 18T

icrofinance institutions (MFls) in India are facing increasing stress, as

loan disbursements fell by a significant 25% to Rs 1.12 lakh crore in

the fiscal year 2025, according to a report by the Microfinance
Institution Network (MFIN), a prominent umbrella organization for these
institutions. This alarming decline echoes a broader trend of financial challenges

in the sector.

Despite the overall drop in disbursements, the average loan amount per account
climbed to Rs 50,131, representing a 12.3% rise from the last financial year. Yet,
debt funding for non-bank financial companies specializing in microfinance
reduced substantially by 35.7% to Rs 57,307 crore. Additionally, a minor 1.8%

decrease in total equity was reported, setting alarm bells ringing for stakeholders.
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MFI loan disbursement falls 25 pc to Rs 1.12
lakh cr in FY25
@ Eﬂws{humll&sk ST ':: EF':'"':'WUS 0 @ G @

Mew Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI) Loan disbursed by microfinance institutions (MFls) have declined by 25 per
cent to Rs 1.12 lakh crore in FY25 reflecting stress in the sector.

Loan amount of Rs 1,12,459 crore was disbursed in 2024-25 through 2.2 crore accounts, including
disbursement of owned as well as managed portfolio, Microfinance Institution Network (MFIN), an

umbrella body of the microfinance institutions (MFIs), said in its report released on Wednesday.

MFIls loan disbursement in FY25 was 25.4 per cent lower than the amount disbursed in 2023-24, it

said.

However, the average loan amount disbursed per account during FY25 was Rs 50,131 which

increased by 12.3 per cent in comparison to the last financial year.

During the year, the report said, NBFC-MFIs received a total of Rs 57,307 crore in debt funding, a

35.7 per cent decrease from previous year.

Banks contributed 78.4 per cent of the total borrowing received followed by non-bank entities 11.9

per cent, ECB 5.1 per cent, All India Financial Institution 3.1 per cent and others 1.5 per cent, it said.

Total equity decreased by 1.8 per cent to Rs 35,759 crore as compared to previous year.
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MFI Loan Disbursement Falls 25% in FY25
By Rediff Money Desk, New Delhi share: (@) [ @
(=) 1 Minute Read n Listen to Article Jun 11, 2025 18:37

Microfinance loan disbursement in India declined by 25% to Rs 1.12 lakh crore in FY25, reflecting sector stress. Average loan amount
increased, but debt funding and equity decreased. RBI highlights over-indebtedness and high interest rates as key concerns.

New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI) Loan disbursed by microfinance institutions (MFls) have declined by 25 per cent to Rs 1.12
lakh crore in FY25 reflecting stress in the sector.

Loan amount of Rs 1,12,459 crore was disbursed in 2024-25 through 2.2 crore accounts, including disbursement of
owned as well as managed portfolio, Microfinance Institution Network (MFIN), an umbrella body of the microfinance
institutions (MFls), said in its report released on Wednesday.

MFls loan disbursement in FY25 was 25.4 per cent lower than the amount disbursed in 2023-24, it said.

However, the average loan amount disbursed per account during FY25 was Rs 50,131 which increased by 12.3 per
cent in comparison to the last financial year.

During the year, the report said, NBFC-MFIs received a total of Rs 57,307 crore in debt funding, a 35.7 per cent
decrease from previous year.

Banks contributed 78.4 per cent of the total borrowing received followed by non-bank entities 11.9 per cent, ECB 5.1
per cent, All India Financial Institution 3.7 per cent and others 1.5 per cent, it said.
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MFT loan dishursement falls 25 pc to Rs 1.12
lakh cr in FY25

PTT | Updated: June 11, 2025 18:45 IST

New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI) Loan disbursed by microfinance institutions (MFIs) have declined by
25 per cent to Bs 1.12 lakh crare in FY235 reflecting stress in the sector.,

Loan amount of Bs 1,12.455% crore was disbursed in 2024-25 through 2.2 crore accounts,
including disbursement of owned as well as managed porifolio, Microfinance Institution
Network (MFIN). an umbrella body of the microfinance institutions (MFIs), said in its report
released on Wednesday.

MFIs loan dishursement in FY25 was 25.4 per cent lower than the amount disbursed in
2023-24, 1t =aid.

However, the average loan amount disbursed per account during FY235 was Bs 30,131 which
increazed by 12.3 per cent in cormparison to the last financial year.

During the year, the report said, NBFC-MFIs received a tatal of Rs 57,307 crore in debt
funding, a 35.7 per cent decrease from previous year.

Banks contributed 78.4 per cent of the total borrowing received followed by non-bank
entities 11.9 per cent. ECB 5.1 per cent, All India Financial Institution 3.1 per cent and others
1.5 per cent. it said.

Total equity decreased by 1.8 per cent to Rs 35,755 crore as compared to previous year.

During the gquarter ended March 31, 2025, Asset Under Management (AUM) of MFIs came
down by 11.9 per cent to Es 1.47.275 crore.

AUTM decreased by 11.9 per cent compared to March 31, 2024 and decreased 2.4 per cent
compared to December 31, 2024,

In terms of regional distribution of portfolio (AUM), East and Narth-East accounts for 33 per
cent of the total WBFC-MFT portfolio, South 28 per cent, North 17 per cent, West 14 per cent, and
Central contributes 9 per cent.

Last week, RBI Deputy Governor M Rajeshwar Rao said microfinance continues to suffer
from the vicions cycle of over-indebredness, high interest rates and harsh recovery practices.

While microfinance has played an important role in financial inclusion, some issues need
attention, Fao had said.

“The sector continues to suffer from the vicious cycle of over-indebtedness, high interest
rates and harsh recovery practices. While some moderation in interest rates charged on
microfinance loans has been observed in recent quarters, packets of high interest rates and
elevated margins continue to persist.” he had said.
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NBFC-MFls AUM shrinks 11.9% YoY amid declining disbursements, rising credit risk
- ® (0 P News
Fv25 proved a tough year for MEFC-MFIs. Their loan portfolios actually got smaller, which isn't good news. Even worse, more

borrowers had trouble paying back their loans. The MFIM Micrometer indicates they're lending larger amounts, but overall, the

sector's definitely feeling the squeeze and facing some serious headwinds.
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Microfinance sector sees equity,
borrowing and loan book shrinkin
FY25

June 11,2025

- Advertisement -

The fairness capital of pure-bred microfinance firms shrank 1.8% in 2024-25
whereas their excellent annual borrowing noticed a 36% drop as traders and
banks tightened purse strings amid the stress within the sector.

These microfinance firms are categorized as non-banking finance company-
microfinance establishments (NBFC-MFI).

Total fairness decreased 1.8% to Rs 35,759 crore on the finish of March, the
Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN) mentioned in its March quarter
report. During 2024-25, NBFC-MFIs acquired a complete of Rs 57,307 crore in
debt funding, a 35.7% lower from the earlier monetary yr.

MFIN is likely one of the two self-regulators for the sector.
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Microfinance disbursal falls 25% in Q4 amid rising defaults

Story by Marayanan V = 19h = & 2 min read

Loan disbursals of the microfinance sector declined 25% year-on-year to 1.12-lakh crore in Q4FY25 as lenders
curtailed exposure and reduced the borrower base in response to growing default stress.

According to the 53rd edition of Micrometer by Microfinance Institutions Metwork {(MFIN), a self-regulatory body for

the sector, the number of loans disbursed dropped to 22 million accounts during the quarter, from 34 million in
Q4FY24.

“FY25 has been a tough year with multiple factors — heatwave, external incitement, overleveraging concerns and the

Karnataka issue — affecting the credit quality. Consequently, funding to the sector shrinked,” said Alok Misra, CEO
and director, MFIN.

The industry's GLP dropped 14% year-on-year to ¥3.75 lakh crore. NBFC-MFIs saw their outstanding portfolio shrink
13.7% to T1.48-1akh crore, while bank portfolios declined 15% to 1.23 lakh crore. Small finance banks" microfinance
portfolio dropped to 59,252 crore in Q4FY25 from 374,278 crore in the year-ago period. However, the average loan
amount disbursed per account during FY25 rose 12.3% to ¥50,131.

Portfolios at risk (PAR) »90 days — loans overdue by more than 90 days —deteriorated sharply to 5.4% as of March
2025, compared with 2.4% a year ago. PAR 31-180 days worsened to 6.2% from 2.0% in the same period.
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FY25 reflecting stress in the sector.

00

Latest News | MFI Loan Disbursement Falls 25 Pc
to Rs 1.12 Lakh Cr in FY25

Get latest articles and stories on Latest News at LatestLY. Loan disbursed by
microfinance institutions (MFIs) have declined by 25 per cent to Rs 1.12 lakh crore in
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in its report released on Wednesday.

accounts, including disbursement of owned as well as managed portfolio, Microfinance

Institution Network (MFIN), an umbrella body of the microfinance institutions (MFls), said

New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI) Loan disbursed by
microfinance institutions  (MFIs) have
declined by 25 per cent to Rs 1.12 lakh crore

in FY25 reflecting stress in the sector.

Loan amount of Rs 1,12,459 crore was
disbursed in 2024-25 through 2.2 crore
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Micro Finance Industry Network (Mfin)
Releases The 53rd Edition Of Micrometer For
Q4 Fy 24-25 Based On The Industry Position
As On March 31, 2025.
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Micro Finance Industry Metwork (MFIN) is an indusary association of Banks, NBFC-
MFIs. SFBs and NBFCs providing microfinznce and an RBI-recognized self-regudatory

organization.

Micrometer is the faship publication of MFIN which covers progress of Indian

Microbnance hduh‘h’:\r cna qu:ncﬂ}' 'Fn.'qu..'m:_y. this s the S3rd Tsswe.

Dir Alok Misra, CEC) & Director odserved, last year {(FY 24-25) has been a tough year with
multiple factors like heatwave, external incitement, concerns on overleveraging, Karnataka
imsue ete. affecting credit qualicy. Consequent to that funding to the sector also shrinked. As
aresult, credit costs went up and GLP fell. However, with adopticon of guardrails isued by
MFIN by the sector, credis quality is pesting better with PAR 1-90 of the indusiry ac 4.22%
as om 31 March 2025
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Micro Loans Disbursals Degrew By 25.4%

On a Yo' basis, the loan amount disbursed in FY 24-25 reduced by 16.9%
FinTech BizNews Service Ferto s o s ey B

Mumbai, June 11, 2025: Micro Finance Industry Network (MFIN) releases the
53rd edition of Micrometer for Q4 FY 24-25 based on the industry position as
on March 31, 2025. Micro Finance Industry Network (MFIN) is an industry
association of Banks, NBFC-MFIs, SFBs and NBFCs providing microfinance and

HEIC-RIR Samkn

an RBl-recognized self-regulatory organization. Micrometer is the flagship S -
publication of MFIN which covers progress of Indian Microfinance industry on a quarterly frequency, this is the 53rd Issue.

PAR 31-180 of the various entities
7.2% 7.2%

1.3%
31-Mar-24 31-Dec-24 31-Mar-25
— WBFC-MFis Banks =———5FB = NBFC
Report insights

As on 31st Mar25, microfinance operations are spread across 36 states/UTs and 718 districts
providing financial services to around 7.8 crore unique clients. The data for Q4 FY 24-25 shows that

on a YoY basis the portfolio has degrown by 13.5% amounting to Rs 3,75,030 Cr. Among the
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THUSITE (NBFC-MFI) 3 foie Ues 181 3R o1 3a-ames 39164 &, A ST f3ie 3 igel PR gifciest wa o
Ues fardla AigRd SRS &1 HRISH f6a1 8 dgd &1 §%d 3g2d WHIY Yy, 39w w9 § Afgensii &I,
faeiia fou IR PG 3R JeRB ST 2T |

BichH Bl IgHTe &fRT AT (e &3, MFIN) 7 fasaml 3517 el fawiid HigRdl & SAfth & silaH H TG94
€1 59 BRI P H1eAH | &9 AP &I AR §4- &I &2 § TadPT 3% 38 £1 I2i- adr & sngan ot &
T 35 HAGd TSP HUHI! BRI &, 51 RBI gRT A & i I fiaeiid G i oe
TG TP &I HThY ST Y et & HIfILT & I8 & 3R cliTl ol U cieal & ¥cfdb 81 bl 3eile & | feauet
ot TH A1 SR & AT Aed 394 oF PIs § fov 9 “Arges fRIerrd FHarun &3 a1 MFIN & 2iel-5h! Ha?
R YD &R Hed ol G A vd PR uifcies Hemar sindt cgdt F-iet 921 A 3197 awhed B el 3 nfgemsd
Bl SFd & HTHR & HBUT o1 eV 3R THY TR IHHB WPTAH A1 Afee| I8 BrieH FAfFd w9 F 9011 H
Hfeles Y F Talgy &1 &1 feen & vep |ieles en 81 fad #fafd anie Jwmel Iurear 3 393 afgemsi J
379 thfae RaiE &l dgar a1e - &l 1dd &, difds ufdss I 35 o1 4 8 S SfdA1E 4 811 &g drig
ST YS9 - HIgaR HR& 3R SieH Usiel gR1 &l 51 arell eiRaredl & a9 & foe 39y a0 J snfcard
TSR Bl FAPRRG B T BrRIBH cTi5e HISHIBISAH B FedrT | JRSI b s/, R 3 s A

S 3cgYd HPT feran
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MFIN GRT Yicdl, g 4 faTi

&Rl PTHH DI Thd SIS

SR 2 TR ST T |

TR — HISH B9 SS&| "edd (MFIN), ST HRA™ Refd s& gRT #=adl Ui
TEUGHI-THIG TS (NBFC-MFI) & 1T Teb 819 R &1 W-Fams 976 g, 3
a1 fordl & Yige 7R 9Iidres] Ha | Udh [T WieRdl SrisH &I Ao Bl
39 Ugd &1 9 Ied MG SHe[, faRy U J Afgare o, faxdi favar o

SrdenH H faciia ierdl & g fdgail w sHar 41 1

qod 3R a2 GR&d 2R dioiHTes Maw & [dbed! &1 aHeRT|
BUI YaeH: Tg! aldy U FHU1 T 3R Y R &M & AU ARGRA|
qGIC T B¢ §oic dIR ST 3R @l W FuHu) [GH1 |

ST SRREGar: faftE a1 gieHrsd o Sugifiidr 2R ar|

RaTerSt U gRaf: faxity 3t 8 §9ra & oy Sl Arauigi|
FHTHH B Igure 4l el Ji ({ISHa 88, MFIN) - 211 35 @,

“fariig TTeRdl gX fdd & oflad H 3awdd g1 54 SliehH & HIegH I gd anll &l
AR 57 & fgmn & Tgaim SR W@ &I’
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RBI relief on gold loans to boost NBFC
growth

India’s MFI sector shows early recovery amid improved loan quality: Macquarie

Mumbai

According to a recent Crisil report, the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) revised gold loan
guidelines—especially the higher loan-to-value (LTV) limits—are expected to support
the growth of non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). The new rules, while changing
how LTV is calculated for bullet repayment loans by including accrued interest, also
increase the LTV ceiling, particularly for small-ticket loans under 2.5 lakh. The new
cap is 85%, up from 75%, which will benefit nearly 70% of NBFCs' gold loan portfolio,
based on Crisil’s estimates.

Malvika Bhotika, Director at Crisil Ratings, noted that this will give NBFCs more
flexibility in lending and a better buffer to meet LTV norms, though it also requires
careful risk management due to less room for gold price fluctuations. The final
directions exclude the proposed 1% additional provisioning for continuous LTV
breaches but do require lenders to clearly define their response to such breaches,
including auction triggers.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of stress abating:
Macquarie
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of stress
abating: Macquarie
ANI | Updated: Jun 13,2025 15:02 IST

New Delhi [India], June 13 [ANI): The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing
early signals of abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving
portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed

in a recent report from Macguarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit

information providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macguarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance
institutions (MFIs) have undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books,
leading to better portfolio selection through improved origination data. This is

expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on
loan limits and the number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio

origination in the MFI space.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of stress
ahating: Macquarie — World News Network

New Delhi [India], June 13 (ANI): The Indian microfinance (MFT) sector is showing early signals of
abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF
Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India’s leading credit information providers,
certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie’s call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection
through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26

delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and
the number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

Consequently, there’s been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer lenders.

While the MFI sector shows improvement, CRIF Highmark data indicates that stress has spread to
other loan categories like auto and business loans, which have seen an increase in delinquencies
and portfolio at risk (PAR) books.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

ANI
13 Jun 2025, 16:39 GMT+

New Delhi [India], June 13 (ANI): The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is
showing early signals of abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on
improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025,
as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.CRIF Highmark, with its extensive
database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified and
licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).Macquarie's call with the CRIF
Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have undertaken
aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio
selection through improved origination data. This is expected to resultin a
downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.MFIN, a self-regulatory
body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the

MFI space. Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of
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Microfinance sector in India shows
early signs of stress abating: Macquarie

New Delhi [India], June 13 (ANI): The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals
of abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from
CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.CRIF
Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers,
certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).Macquarie's call with the CRIF
Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have undertaken aggressive write-
offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through improved origination
data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit
costs.MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan
limits and the number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the
MFI space. Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or
fewer lenders.While the MFI sector shows improvement, CRIF Highmark data indicates that
stress has spread to other loan categories like auto and business loans, which have seen an
increase in delinquencies and portfolio at risk (PAR) books.Geographically, among states, Tamil
Nadu is exhibiting some early signs of stress, and Karnataka has experienced a significant rise
in delinquency. However, Bihar's MFI book remains stable and is the largest in the sector. The
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Microfinance sector in India shows
early signs of stress abating: Macquarie

New Delhi [India], June 13 (ANI): The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals
of abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from
CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.CRIF
Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers,
certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).Macquarie's call with the CRIF
Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have undertaken aggressive write-
offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through improved origination
data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit
costs.MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan
limits and the number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the
MFI space. Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or
fewer lenders.While the MFI sector shows improvement, CRIF Highmark data indicates that
stress has spread to other loan categories like auto and business loans, which have seen an
increase in delinquencies and portfolio at risk (PAR) books.Geographically, among states, Tamil
Nadu is exhibiting some early signs of stress, and Karnataka has experienced a significant rise
in delinquency. However, Bihar's MF| book remains stable and is the largest in the sector. The
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

ANI
13 Jun 2025, 16:39 GMT+

New Delhi [India], June 13 (ANI): The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is
showing early signals of abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on
improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025,
as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.CRIF Highmark, with its extensive
database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified and
licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).Macquarie's call with the CRIF
Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have undertaken
aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio
selection through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a
downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.MFIN, a self-regulatory
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

ANI
13 Jun 2025, 16:39 GMT+

New Delhi [India], June 13 (ANI): The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is
showing early signals of abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on
improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025,
as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.CRIF Highmark, with its extensive
database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified and
licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).Macquarie's call with the CRIF
Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have undertaken
aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading 1o better portfolio
selection through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a
downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.MFIN, a self-regulatory
body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the

MFI space. Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of
abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF
Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information
providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (REI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection
through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26

delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and
the number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early
signs of stress abating: Macquarie

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress,
due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and
April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified

and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through
improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and

credit costs.

MFIN, a self-requlatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
nurnber of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

Mew Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of
abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving peortfolio quality data from CRIF
Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information
providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (REI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection
through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26
delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, o self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and
the number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer
lenders.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of

stress abating: Macquarie

atJun 13,2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress, due to the positive
outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report
from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified and licensed by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie’s call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have undertaken aggressive write-
offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through improved origination data. This is expected to result in
a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the number of lenders,
fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of stress abating:
Macquarie

New Delhi [India), June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress, due to
the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025,
as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India’s leading credit information providers, certified and
licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have undertaken
aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through improved origination
data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the number of
lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

{Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer lenders.
While the MFI sector shows improvement, CRIF Highmark data indicates that stress has spread to other loan

categories Llike auto and business loans, which have seen an increase in delinquencies and portfolio at risk (PAR)
boaks.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

New Delhi [Indial, June 13: The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress, due to
the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as

revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified and

licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (REI).
Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have undertaken
aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through improved origination

data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the number of

lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

@& Jun 13, 2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress,
due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and
April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified
and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (REI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFlIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through

improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit
Costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.
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& Jun 13,2025

MNew Delhi[Indial, June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating
stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for
Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers,
certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through
improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and
credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory bady, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of stress
abating: Macquarie

& Jun 13, 2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals
of abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data
from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from

Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information
providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions
(MFIs) have undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better
portfolio selection through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a

downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

New Delhi [India], June 13 (ANI): The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector
is showing early signals of abating stress, due to the positive outlook
based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4

FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India’s leading
credit information providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI).

Macquarie’s call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance
institutions (MFIs) have undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned
their books, leading to better portfolio selection through improved
origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26

delinquencies and credit costs.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

& Jun 13, 2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress,
due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and
April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified
and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through
improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit
COsts.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

& Jun 13, 2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of
abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF
Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information
providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection
through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26

delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits
and the number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI

space.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early
signs of stress abating: Macquarie

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress,
due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and
April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macqguarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified
and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through
improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and
credit costs.

MFIN, a self-requlatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer lenders.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of stress
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@ Jun 13, 2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals
of abating stress, due 1o the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data
from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from

Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information

providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions
(MFls) have undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better
portfolio selection through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a

downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of
stress abating: Macquarie

New Delhi [Indial, June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress, due to
the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as

revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified and

licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have undertaken
aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through improved origination

data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinguencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the number of

lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.
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& Jun 13, 2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of
abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF
Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information
providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection
through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26

delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits
and the number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI

space.
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Mew Delhi[Indial, June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating
stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for
Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers,
certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through
improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY 26 delinquencies and
credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer lenders.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early
signs of stress abating: Macquarie

April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through
improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and
credit costs.

MFIN, a self-requlatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer lenders.

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress,

due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified
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& Jun 13, 2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress,
due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and
April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified
and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (REI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through

improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit
costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.
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& Jun 13, 2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of
abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF
Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information
providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection
through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26

delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits
and the number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI

space.
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Mew Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress, due to
the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025,
as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified and
licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (REI).

Macquarie’s call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have undertaken
aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through improved origination
data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26 delinguencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the number of
lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer lenders.
While the MFI sector shows improvement, CRIF Highmark data indicates that stress has spread to other loan

categories like auto and business loans, which have seen an increase in delinquencies and portfolio at risk (PAR)
books.
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New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating
stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for
Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers,
certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection
through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26
delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.
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New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of
abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from

CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information

providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls)
have undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio
selection through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend

for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.
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New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating
stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for
Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers,
certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection
through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26
delinquencies and credit costs.
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MNew Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of
abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF
Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information
providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie's call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFls) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection
through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26
delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIMN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and
the number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer
lenders.

@ ADFACTORS PR

Reputation & Critical Issues Advisor y



https://www.chhattisgarhtoday.in/news/microfinance-sector-in-india-shows-early-signs-of-stress-abating-macquarie20250613150213/
https://www.chhattisgarhtoday.in/news/microfinance-sector-in-india-shows-early-signs-of-stress-abating-macquarie20250613150213/

| ] | In responsible
finance
—_— -

MICROFINANCE INDUSTRY NETWORK

Publication: Kashmir Newsline Edition: Online

Date: June 13, 2025 Page: -

URL - https://www.kashmirnewsline.in/news/microfinance-sector-in-india-shows-early-signs-of-
stress-abating-macquarie20250613150213/

Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of

stress abating: Macquarie

at Jun 13, 2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress, due to the positive
outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report
from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit information providers, certified and licensed by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie’s call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have undertaken aggressive write-
offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through improved origination data. This is expected to result in
a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the number of lenders,
fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer lenders.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of

stress abating: Macquarie

at Jun 13,2025

New Delhi [India], June 13 : The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector is showing early signals of abating stress, due to the positive
outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report
from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India’s leading credit information providers, certified and licensed by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie’s call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have undertaken aggressive write-
offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection through improved origination data. This is expected to result in

a downward trend for FY26 delinquencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the number of lenders,
fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer lenders.
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of stress
abating: Macquarie

New Delhi [India], June 13 - The Indian microfinance (MFI1) sector is showing early
signals of abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio
quality data from CRIF Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a

recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's leading credit
information providers, certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs
of stress abating: Macquarie

17d - 1 shares o O

New Delhi, June 13 (ANI): The Indian microfinance (MFI) sector
is showing early signals of abating stress, due to the positive
outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF
Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent
report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India's

leading credit information providers, certified and licensed by

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
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Microfinance sector in India shows early signs of stress abating:
Macquarie - World News Network

New Delhi [India], June 13 (ANI): The Indian microfinance (MF) sector is showing early signals of
abating stress, due to the positive outlook based on improving portfolio quality data from CRIF
Highmark for Q4 FY25 and April 2025, as revealed in a recent report from Macquarie.

CRIF Highmark, with its extensive database, is one of India’'s leading credit information providers,
certified and licensed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Macquarie’s call with the CRIF Highmark revealed that top microfinance institutions (MFIs) have
undertaken aggressive write-offs and cleaned their books, leading to better portfolio selection
through improved origination data. This is expected to result in a downward trend for FY26
delinguencies and credit costs.

MFIN, a self-regulatory body, has played a crucial role by tightening guidelines on loan limits and the
number of lenders, fostering discipline and improving portfolio origination in the MFI space.

Consequently, there's been a gradual increase in the share of borrowers with two or fewer lenders.
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The Assam Post

Date: June 14, 2025

Guwahati: SATYA MicroCapital Limited, a leading microfinance institu-
tion in India, is driving financial inclusion for rural women in Assam through
its collateral-free loan model. The company has supported over 1.6 million
women across rural and semi-urban India, enabling
them to start small businesses and achieve financial
independence. In Biswanath, Sumitra Devi, once a
homemaker, became an entrepreneur with a Rs. 40,000
loan from SATYA. Unable to access formal credit due
to lack of collateral, Sumitra launched a tailoring busi-
ness from her home. With steady repayments, she L
qualified for higher loans, expanded her inventory, and
now earns about Rs. 1,100 per day. She has also built
savings and financial management skills. The impact
of such microenterprises is also visible in Guwahati.
As demand for fabrics and tailoring materials grows,
women entrepreneurs like Sumitra are increasingly
sourcing supplies from the city’s wholesale hubs. This
has led to a noticeable uptick in local trade activity, B
cspecially in textile and sewing-related scctors. SATYA MicroCapital’s
initiative highlights the growing role of microfinance in promoting
grassroots entrepreneurship and strengthening local economies by bridg-

SATYA MicroCapital’s collateral-free loans uplift rural women entrepreneurs

ing the credit gap for women often overlooked by traditional financial
institutions. SATYA MicroCapital Limited, established in 2016 and head-
quartered in New Delhi, is one of India’s fastest-growing RBI-registered
NBFC-MFIs (Non-Banking
Financial Company -
Microfinance Institution),
primarily focused on deliv-
ering collateral-free
microcredit to underserved
women emrepreneurs in ru-
ral and semi-urban arcas us-
ing the Joint Liability Group
(JLG) lending model. With a
strong emphasis on financial
inclusion and empower-
ment, SATYA’s operations
< are designed to foster entre-

— preneurship, uplift living
standards, and promote self-reliance among low-income houscholds. By
2024, the company had expanded its reach to over 1.8 million clients across
25 states through 650+ branches covering nearly 55,000 villages, show-

casing its deep grassroots penetration. SATYA’s product portfolio in-
cludes income-generating loans, SME financing, livestock loans, sanita-
tion and WASH (Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene) loans, emergency medi-
cal loans, consumer durable loans, and micro-insurance products such as
‘HospiCash” and doctor-on-call services. Leveraging digital technologies,
it has adopted a fully digitized loan disbursal and repayment system,
enhanced by its mobile app ‘Client Connect’, centralized decision-making
platforms, and real-time customer support systems, ensuring scamless
and transparent operations. The company’s commitment to ESG (Envi-
ronmental, Social, and Governance) principles is evident in its focus on
women-led houscholds, green financing, and health-focused financial
products, with over 87% ol'its clients being women, many of whom are
accessing formal credit for the first time. Supported by strong equity
investments from global partners like Japan-based Gojo & Company and
significant debt funding from institutions like SMBC Bank, SATYA has
consistently scaled its Assets Under Management (AUM), which crossed
26,000 crore by late 2024. Under the leadership of'its Founder, MD & CEO
Vivek Tiwari, a veteran in rural development finance, SATYA MicroCapital
continues to align with the vision of *Skill India’ and ‘Digital India’ by
fostering sustainable livelihoods and inclusive growth across the
country’s most vulnerable communities.
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SATYA MicroCapital hoosts rural women
entrepreneurship in Assam with collateral-free loans

Guwahati: SATYA MicroCapital
Limited, one of India’s fastest-growing
tech-driven microfinance institutions,
is transforming the financial landscape
for women entrepreneurs in Assam.
The company has extended collater-
al-free credit to over 1.6 million wom-
en across rural and semi-urban India,
cnabling sustainable income genera-
tion and enterprise development.One
such success story is that of Sumitra
Devi from Biswanath, who was once a
homemaker dependent on her family's
modest clothing shop income. With no
collateral to offer, traditional lenders
turned her away.

However, with a ¥40,000 loan from
SATYA, Sumitra launched a tailor-
ing business from her home. Through
disciplined repayments, she gained
access to larger loans, allowing her
to expand inventory and productivity.
She now earns approximately 1,100
per day and manages her finances in-

dependently. SATYA's outreach is also
stimulating regional trade.

In Guwabhati, the largest urban mar-
ket hub in Assam, growing demand
from women-led microenterprises
like Sumitra’s is boosting fabric and
equipment sales. This evolving eco-

system is creating fresh opportunities
for wholesalers and retailers alike,
reinforcing the role of microfinance
in catalyzing local economic growth.
SATYA's model continues to reshape
women’s enirepreneurship by remov-
ing traditional credit barriers.
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SATYA MicroCapital’scollateral-free loans
uplift rural eomenentrepreneurs in Assam

Guwahati: SATYA Micro-
Capital Limited, a leading
microfinance  institution in
India, s driving financial
inclusion for rural women
in Assam through its collat-
cral-frece loan model. The
company has supported over
1.6 million women across
rural and semi-urban India,
enabling them to start small
businesses and achiceve finan-
cial independence.

In Biswanath, Sumitra Devi,
once a homemaker, became an
entreprencur with a 40,000
loan from SATYA. Unable
to access formal credit due
to lack of collateral, Sumitra

launched a tailoring busincss
from her home. With steady
repayments, she qualified for
higher loans, expanded her m-
ventory, and now earns about

21,100 per day. She has also
bult savings and financial
management skills.

The mmpact of such micro-
enterprises is also visible in

Guwahati. As demand for
fabrics and tailoring mateni-
als grows, women entrepre-
ncurs like Sumitra are in-
creasingly sourcing supplics
from the city's wholesale
hubs. This has led to a no-
ticeable uptick in local trade
activity, especially in textile
and scwing-related sectors.
SATYA MicroCapital’s ini-
tiative highlights the growing
role of microfinance in pro-
moting grassroots cntrepre-
ncurship and strengthening
local economies by bridging
the credit gap for women of-
ten overlooked by traditional
financial mstitutions.
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SATYA MicroCapital’s collateral-free loans uplift rural
women entrepreneurs in Assam

Business Bureau ® June 12, 2025

SATYA MicroCapital Limited, a leading microfinance institution in India, is driving financial inclusion

for rural women in Assam through its collateral-free loan model. The company has supported over 1.6
million women across rural and semi-urban India, enabling them to start small busineszes and

achieve financial independence.

In Biswanath, Sumitra Devi, once a homemaker, became an entreprenecur with a 40,000 loan from
SATYA. Unable to access formal credit due to lack of collateral, Sumitra launched a tailoring business
from her home. With steady repayments, she qualified for higher loans, expanded her inventory, and
now carns about 71,100 per day. She has also built savings and financial management skills.
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SATYA MicroCapital boosts rural women entrepreneurship in Assam

with collateral-free loans

Posted on june 14, 2025 by Business Bureau

SATYA MicroCapital Limited, one of India’s fastest-growing tech-driven microfinance institutions, is transforming the finandial landscape for women
entrepreneurs in Assam. The company has extended collateral-free credit to over 1.6 million women across rural and semi-urban India, enabling
sustainable income generation and enterprise development.

One such success story is that of Sumitra Devi from Biswanath, who was once a homemaker dependent on her family's modest clothing shop income.
With no collateral to offer, traditional lenders tumed her away. However, with a 40,000 loan from SATYA, Sumitra launched a tailoring business from
her home. Through disciplined repayments, she gained access to larger loans, allowing her to expand inventory and productivity. She now eams
approximately ¥1,100 per day and manages her finances independently.

SATYA's outreach is also stimulating regional trade. In Guwahati, the largest urban market hub in Assam, growing demand from women-led
microenterprises like Sumitras is boosting fabric and equipment sales. This evolving ecosystemn is creating fresh opportunities for wholesalers and
retailers alike, reinforcing the role of microfinance in catalyzing local economic growth. SATYA's model continues to reshape women's entrepreneurship
by removing traditional credit barriers.
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SATYA MicroCapital extends financial support to women
entrepreneurs across rural and semi-urban India

June 14,2025 by Business Bureay

SATYA MicroCapital Limited, a leading microfinance institution in India, is driving financial inclusion for
rural women in Assam through its collateral-free loan model. The company has supported over 1.6 million
women across rural and semi-urban India, enabling them to start small businesses and achieve financial

independence.

In Biswanath, Sumitra Devi, once a homemaker, became an entrepreneur with a 40,000 loan from
SATYA. Unable toaccess formal credit due to lack of collateral, Sumitra launched a tailoring business from
her home. With steady repayments, she qualified for higher loans, expanded her inventory, and now earns
about 1,100 per day. She has also built savings and financial management skills.

The impact of such microenterprises is also visible in Guwahati. As demand for fabrics and tailoring
materials grows, women entrepreneurs like Sumitra are increasingly sourcing supplies from the city's
wholesale hubs. This has led to a noticeable uptick in local trade activity, especially in textile and sewing-~
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Amber lights flashing

Mint Road has taken a s

'mpathetic view of microfinance institutions, but the busin

must

refashion itself as challenges and opportunitics emerge, reports Raghu Mohan

“The microfinance sector continues to sufter froma i il

viclous cycle of over-indebredness, high interest Microfinance industry status

rates and harsh recovery practices, said M Rajesh- ootbar! AsoDac: Aootbar | Yo Dhr 2l Q-0 QDec2nt

war Rao, deputy governor at the Reserve Bank of 00 | 202 2005 | toMar2025) | toMar2025)
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(MF1s)— it lowered the qualifying assets threshold
toaminimum of 60 per cent of total assets (net of
Intanglble assets) from 75 per cent. What does this
mean for the trade? The earlier ratio, set in March
. was on total assets of MFIs rather than on net
assets. This included even the cash carried by an
Ml and fixed assets wmle calculaﬂng the ratio — it
led

y

The changs provides addirional headroom of 15 per

cent forventuring into other products and borrower
el bk g

ance loans.
And what kind of dlversmca(inn isonthe cards
interms of asset class
“MFIswill in all prahalﬂllry stickto thelr segment
n they know well. T

dow ured against
property and gold), two-wheeler finance, etc,” says
Manoj Nambiar, managing director of Arohan

Financial Services (he s also the vice-chairman of

: CRIF Microlend, March 2025 report'
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CRIE High Mark's Jatest ‘MicroL.end Report’ puts the
gross loan portfolio for microfinance at 2381.2 tril-
Tion in FY25, a fall of 2.6 per cent quarter-on-quarter
and 139 per cent year-on-year. This reflects a delib-
erate shift by lenders Lo manage emerging stress,
especially in light of regulatory developments and
collection practices.

indicators — early
folio-at risk (PAR 1-30 days) improved (o 1.4 pel cent
inFY25 since Q3 FY24 (1.8 per cent). "However, PAR
31180 remalns a concern, although It has eased
slightly to 6.2 percent by Fst from 6.4 per cent i m
Q3FY24,” says Ramkumar Gunasekaran, directos
andhead: ﬁa!e% CRIF High Mark Butacloser read-
ing shows that delinquencies in both the PAR 1-30
and PAR 31-180 buckets are way above their FY24
positions —at 0.7 per cent and 2.1 per cent, respect-
vely. That said

 microfinance institutions

Applicable from Aug 1,2024
5 1 wRestriction on the number of
microfinance lenders to a borrower
toa maximum of four
= Total microfinance indebtedness
19% i of borrowsers limited to 2 lakh
a | Apr1,2025
= Restriction cut to a maximum of three.
Total indebtedness of a microfinance
dient to be 22 lakh, including both
microfinance loans and unsecured
s | retailloans
657% # Norm of not lending to a NPA borrower
3 i (overdue for over S0 days) with an
& i outstanding amount of over 3000
i tightened to “no lending to a delinquent
dlient [overdue for over 60 days] with an
outstanding amount of aver Re 3,000"
1% i mEntities’ boards to review interest rates.
Other than processing fee and credit life
insurance, no other charges to be
deducted from sanctioned loan

MaS Mar20 Mar2l MarR2 MarZ Mar2é Mar'2S(E)

Trends in credit costs
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“Days past due; Source: Company reports; Criil Ratings estimates Source: CRIF ‘Microlend, March 2025 report, MFIN
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HIGH-YIELDING
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€CMFIS MAY LOWER
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BORROWERS AS THERE
15 SC¢
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MANOJ NAMBIAR
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€CGUARDRAILS SEEKTO
LIMIT RISK, BUT THEY
COULD POTENTIALLY
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CREDIT FLOWYY
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Assodate Directr, rs Ratings
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GCTHE SECTOR IS LAYING
THE GROUNDWORK FOR
STRONGER AND MORE
INCLUSIVE GROWTHY»

RAMKUMAR GUNASEKARAN
Directorand Heag Saes, CR¥ High Mark

evolve, we are confident that the sector is laying the

forstronger
growth.”

‘The number of active microfinance loans
declined to 140 million in FY24 from 161 million a

FSR, December2024said  beingseen.
that 11 per cent of inatis - i d MFIs a pt from the ordi-
sonal loan under ¥50,000 — be it from banks or ‘sp 3
s)—hadan Inbor-

year ago; borrowers with five or more lender associ- 1 percentofthem  rower i
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book, down from 9.7 per ut ‘period forthatedition of FSk). elections cycle, thisis a variable that has to be
the RBI's Financial Stability Report of uccember waiched for.
2024(FSR, December 2024) noted that alongside Variables at play The RBI has mken adifferent route to arrest the
borrower Prashant risilRatings,says: st sk weight-
four therisk  Inglike ftdid fmnneccumamansorbams and

ormore lenders has increased 10 5.8 per cent in the
last three years (September 2024 over September
2021) from 3.6 per cent. The quarterly average: ncm

from borrower over-leverage, it could vulenliully lead  NBFCs, but has taken what most MFI bosses term as
to lower credit flow to borrowers wi ady have  positive: lmlvenng the quahfymg assets lhleshuld to
avalled of funds from more than th * Plus, centol

ize of
percent aver this period to 50,430 in Q2 FY25 fom
35,2991 Q2FY22.

“The trend in MF credit also mimics the plotin

- centThatisto create room lodiverslfy rhebeus
isterad lenders and coercive loan recovery methods

'tag” —asRao putit.

leading to lower colleclions in lhe state, as is already Over 1o MFIs for now.
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Are the problems facing microfinance firms just a
blip?

Problems arising from overaggressive lending can be set right through smart regulation. The
sector is meant to serve as a pathway to inclusion for economically challenged sections of
the population. However, for its target customer base, repayment issues can arise from low
incomes as they don’t provide a cushion for shocks. It begs the question if microfinance
needs a model revamp and not just a regulatory tweak

Microfinance is apparently grappling with high NPAs going by the report of a rating agency tracking the
sector. It says NPAs have jumped to about Rs 61,000 crore in March 2025 (16% of outstanding). This looks a
huge number; RBI's Financial Stability Report of December 2024 had placed stress at a more modest
Portfolio at Risk (PAR) value of 4.3%, though as of September 2024.
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Credit-life policies fall 30% in FY25 for top life
insurers, as they pull back from MFI market

Major players such as HDFC Life Insurance, ICICI Prudential Life Insurance, SBI Life
Insurance, and Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance have significantly cut their exposure to group
product category in FY25.

India’s top 4 private life insurers have sharply reduced their group insurance operations, reporting a 30
percent year-on-year decline, nearly double the overall industry contraction of 16 percent.
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From Margin to Mainstream: How women in Indian
NBFCs are driving social impact with profit

Women are a visible part of India’s NBFC workforce, but are mostly absent from the roles shaping
business outcomes. According to a study by Venator Search Partners, only 12.5% of leadership roles in
India’s top NBFCs and MFIs are held by women. Twelve of the 25 NBFCs studied had no women in
leadership at all. Where women are present, they are often in HR, legal, or compliance, not business, risk,

operations, or credit.

This is a structural problem. These roles determine how capital is allocated, who gets access to credit,
and how risk is managed. Excluding women from these areas limits both business strategy and sector-

wide impact.
Gender Gaps Limit Growth

The IMF has pointed out that closing gender gaps, especially in emerging economies, could raise GDP by
up to 8%. Fully closing therm could increase GDP by as much as 23%. These are not minor numbers. And
yet, even though NBFCs often highlight their commitment to inclusion, current data shows there is still

resistance to placing women in roles with decision-making authority.
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NBFC-MFIs get to cast net wider: Lower qualifying asset threshold
supportive; recovery processes, technology adoption key
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NBFC-MFIs get to cast net wider: Lower
qualifying asset threshold supportive;
recovery processes, technology adoption key
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MFIs in India already serve more than 7 crore (70 million) unigue borrowers, with the
majority being women in rural areas. Though the sector plays a vital role by providing
marginalised households and micro-entrepreneurs access to credit and other ... Read More

By Binaifer Jehani and Abbas
Master

The recent move by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) to relax the qualifying

asset norm of non-banking financial

companies-microfinance institutions

It is now time the sector, an essential pillar of {NEFC‘MFIS) promises to address

financial inclusion and economic development, . .
several challenges bogging down the

sector.
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Buy Larsen and Toubro; target of Rs 240: Sharekhan

Sharekhan is bullish on Larsen and Toubro has recommended buy rating on the stock with a
target price of Rs 240 in its research report dated June 20, 2025.

The company expects credit costs to normalise in H2FY 26 as stress in MF| segment seems to be bottoming
out. Implementation of MFIN Guardrails 2.0 would have a limited impact as the company has a relatively
low proportion of overleveraged customers, while the effect of the ordinance is manageable in Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu. The company has guided for a 20% near-term loan growth, which may inch up to ~25%
gradually. It remains committed to its target profitability metrics — while NiMs would come off, opex

improvements and lower credit costs will help to offset impact.ml.

Qutlook

We reiterate a Buy rating with a revised PT of Rs. 240. The stock trades at 1.7x/1.5x its FY2026E/FY2027E
ABV estimates.
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Buy Larsen and Toubro; target

of Rs 240: Sharekhan

Sharekhan's research report on Larsen and Toubro highlights expectations of
credit cost normalization in H2FY26 as MFI stress subsides. The impact of
MFIN Guardrails 2.0 is limited due to fewer overleveraged customers, and the
ordinance's effect in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu is manageable. Sharekhan

reiterates a Buy rating with a revised PT of Rs. 240.

Read more at Moneycontrol
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MFI stress erases life cover for 50 mn

NARAYANAN V
Chennai, June 27

THE STRESS IN the microfi-
nance sector led the country’s
top life insurers to sharply
reduce exposure to group
credit life insurance, resulting
in around 50 million people
losing the life insurance cover
in FY25, the steepest annual
decline on record.

The total loan disbursal by
the microfinance industry
declined 25%in FY25t031.12
lakh crore, the latest report of
Microfinance Industry Net-
work showed, as lenders cut
backexposureand reduced the
borrower base in response to
rising defaultsand credit stress
in the sector.

Regulatory filings under
Forms L-37 and L-28, which
track the number of lives
insured, show that HDFC Life
Insurance, ICICI Prudential
Life, SBI Life and Bajaj Allianz
Life havesignificantlyreduced
their exposure to this product
category in FY25. Both are
quarterly disclosures.

Piyush Trivedi, chief distri-
bution officer at Kotak Life
Insurance, attributed the
sharp decline in the group life
insurance cover to the slow-

CASCADING EFFECT

The number of lives covered under group insurance by the
top four private life insurers have fallen by 51 million in FY25

No of lives covered under group insurance (in million)
mFY24

SBI Life - 36

Insurance

HDFC _B

Life Insurance

ICICI -9
Prudential Life | 41

Bajaj Allianz D23
Life Insurance 16

FY25

Source: Company's public disclosures

down in unsecured lending
over the past 12-18 months,
particularly in the microfi-
nance sector.“Group insurance
products like credit life are
bundled with core products
such as microfinance or home
loans,sotheirgrowthis closely
tied to the growth of underly-
ingloans,”he said.

SBI Life Insurance saw the
number of lives covered under
its group policies drop 36%
year-on-year to 23 million in
FY25. HDFC Life Insurance
reportedafallingrouplives cov-
ered to 48 million,from 65 mil-
lion in FY24.ICICI Prudential
Life Insurance and Bajaj Allianz

Life Insurance also reported
25-30%declinesingrouplives
covered. Collectively, the top
four private lifeinsurers covered
128 million livesin FY25,down
by more than 51 million from
the previousyear.

Credit life is a group insur-
ance product commonly bun-
dled with microfinance, per-
sonal, or home loans. For
example, if a borrower takes a
240,000 microfinanceloan for
two years, a group credit life
policy provides life cover for
thesameduration.Intheevent
of the borrower’s death, the
insurerrepays the outstanding
loan to the lender, shielding

theborrower’s family from the
repayment burden.

Pramerica Life Insurance,a
JVbetween subsidiaries of Pira-
mal Capital and Housing
Financeand US-based Pruden-
tial Financial,sawits numberof
lives covered fall from 4.7 mil-
lion to 4.1 million. The insurer
hasalargeshare of its group life
business tied to NBFCs and
MFIs.“There is a bit of a slow-
down due to the stress in the
microfinance space, but it’s not
systemic,”said Karthik Chakra-
pani, chief business officer at
Pramerica Life Insurance. He
said the company is focusing
on expanding its product and
channel mix, including indi-
vidual business,which hasseen
a250% increase in lives covered
inthe previous fiscal.

Amit Palta, chief products
and distribution officer at
ICICI Pru Life, acknowledged
theimpact of thisstressonthe
credit life segment.“We expect
some pressure to continue in
the MFI segment in the com-
ing quarters as well. The non-
MFI segment continues to do
well, and we’ve been able to
sustain the overall credit life
business at the previous year's
level” he said during the
Q4FY25 earnings call.
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Borrower indebtedness in microfinance declines to
11.7%: RBI report
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125083001128 1 vami

Aultera Vener June 30, 2025

Despite rising stress in microfinance portfolios, RBI notes decline
in borrower indebtedness as tighter underwriting and regulatory
caps limit over-lending

The two Sell-Regulatory Organisations (SROs) for the microfinance sector—MFEN and
Sa-Dhan—had tightened guardraiis for their members 10 reduce stress in the sysiem.

Even as the ratio of stressed assels in the microfinance sector has increasad in the

second halfl of the financial year 2025 (H2FY25), the borrower indebtedness is showing a

declining trend at 11.7 per cent, according to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI's) Financial
Stabiity Report.

The stressed assets in the segment increased, with 31-180 days past due (dpd) rising lo
6.2 per cent in March 2025 from 4.3 per cant in September 2024

The banking sactor also saw an increase in stress in their microfinanca portfolio with 31-
180 dpd rising 1o 6.5 per cent from 4.7 per canl.
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